Proposed Course
Archaeology of the Pacific Islands

Course Level: 400
Course Rationale

Within the Department of Anthropology this course will serve as a regionally-focused archaeology course at the 400 level.  Currently, only three regional archaeology courses are offered by the department, covering the Ohio Valley, Mesoamerica, and the Middle East. This course will expand this coverage to include the Pacific Islands, Australasia, and Asia.  The course will serve as a 5-credit elective under the category of archaeology, and can be taken by all anthropology majors as part of the elective requirement for the major. 
The subject matter covered in this course will highlight emerging trends in archaeological method and theory, and emphasize the application of archaeology to the study of the human experience.  These themes are integral to the research and teaching practiced within the Department of Anthropology at The Ohio State University, and also reflects the core values of science and the study of the human experience within the larger College of Social and Behavioral Sciences.
Relationship to Other Courses


This course will not be related to other courses that are currently offered by the Department of Anthropology.
Off-Campus Field Experiences


There will be no off-campus field experiences.
Topics Covered in Course

The topics covered in this course are listed in detail in the attached course schedule.

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this course.
SYLLABUS

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

ANTHROPOLOGY 452
Archaeology of the Pacific Islands
Instructor:  Dr. Julie S. Field

Office: 4056 Smith Laboratory
Office Hours: M/W 11-1, or by appointment

Phone: 614 292 6233

E-mail: field.59@osu.edu 

Course Objectives
This course offers an intensive introduction to the prehistory of the Pacific Islands (Polynesia, Melanesia, and Micronesia).  The course will begin with discussions of the origins and diversity of Pacific Island populations from over 40,000 years ago to late prehistoric times.  It will incorporate recent research from the Pacific to examine several controversial and unresolved issues involving exploration, colonization, and the interaction of prehistoric island populations.  In the process of discussing several hypotheses relating to general Pacific prehistory, the course will also provide for discussions of method and theory in the region.  Through lectures, selected readings, discussion, and a research paper, a student that completes this course should come away with a well-rounded understanding of the prehistory of the Pacific Islands, and also the ability to critically examine the hypotheses that have founded that prehistory.  

Disability Services
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform their instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Policy on Academic Misconduct

 
All students must be familiar with the University rules governing alleged academic misconduct and the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). Alleged cases of academic misconduct (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will be referred to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. 
Course Format and Requirements

The material for this course will include lectures, readings, discussion, and videos. Students will be required to complete a map quiz, a mid-term exam, a research paper, and a presentation in this class.  Students are expected to have read the readings for each day’s class, and be able to discuss some of the issues raised in class lecture and discussion. The map quiz will be held in the 2nd week of the course.  
The mid-term will be held in class, and will be in essay form.  Students are also required to complete a research paper that focuses on the prehistoric sequence of an archipelago of their choosing, and present their findings to the class in a 10 minute presentation.  Students should review the literature on the archaeology/prehistory of the archipelago, and write a 10-12 page synthetic overview of the known prehistoric sequence.  Papers should identify major trends in the prehistoric record as well as gaps that require additional research.  Papers must conform to the style guidelines of American Antiquity.
Policies

Exam and quiz absences can only be excused with a written note from a health care provider.   A delay in handing in the final paper will result in point deduction.
Readings

Readings will include published articles and book chapters, and also chapters from Kirch’s, On the Road of the Winds (2000), University of California Press.  Required readings (indicated by the asterisk [*]) will provide the basis for class lectures and discussions.  The additional “Suggested Readings” listed for each day will provide a greater coverage of the issues, and also a starting point for the research paper.  Copies of all the readings will be made available in class as either photocopies or PDF’s posted on the Carmen website for this course.  Additional information for the course (including weblinks for supplementary information) will be posted on Carmen. 

Evaluating Student Performance

Final grades will be based on the OSU standardized distribution using the total number of points available for the course. 
The following scale will be followed: A (93-100%); A- (90-92%); B+ (87-89%); B (83-86%); B- (80-82%); C+ (77-79%); C (73-76%); C- (70-72%); D+ (67-69%); D (60-66%); and E (Below 60%).    
Grading Scheme



Map Quiz:

50   (12.5%)


Mid-Term:

100 (25%)


Class presentation
50   (12.5%)


Research Paper:
100 (25%)
Final Exam:

100 (25%)


Total:


400



Course Schedule and Required Readings

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Assigned Readings [*]

	1
	9/25 (Th)
	Introduction to course
	No assigned readings

	2
	9/30 (T)
	Archaeology in Oceania; Biogeography of the Pacific Islands
	*Kirch 2000 (Intro and Chs. 1-2)

	2
	10/2 (Th)
	MAP QUIZ

Sunda and Sahul;

Pleistocene archaeology


	*O’Connor and Chapell 2003;

Allen 2003; 
O’Connell and Allen 2004; 

*Kirch 2000 (Ch. 3)



	3
	10/7 (T)
	Colonization of Near Oceania; voyaging issues


	*Irwin 2007;

*Anderson 2003;

*Finney and Low 2007



	3
	10/9 (Th)
	Lapita;
Linguistics;

Biodiversity of Pacific Islanders 
	*Kirch 2000 (Ch. 4)

*Spriggs 1997 (Ch. 4), Oppenheimer 2003
*Lum et al. 2002
Kirch and Green 1987



	4
	10/14 (T)
	Solomon Islands; Vanuatu
	*Kirch 2000 (Ch. 5)

*Walter and Sheppard 2006

Bedford and Spriggs 2002



	4
	10/16 (Th)
	New Caledonia;
Fiji
	Sand 1996, 
*Sand 1998;
*Frost 1979; 
Anderson and Clark 1999; 
Hunt 1986

*Field 2004


	5
	10/21 (T)
	Tonga; Samoa
	Dye 1996;
*Burley 1998
Clark 1996; 
*Addison et al. 2005

Hunt and Kirch 1997

	5
	10/23 (Th)
	Micronesia
	*Kirch 2000 (Ch. 6)

*Phear et al. 2003;
Graves and Hunt 1991;

*Hazell and Fitzpatrick 2006; 

	6
	10/28 (T)
	Agriculture; Domesticates;
Commensals; Transported landscapes
	*Spriggs 1982

*Allen et al. 2001;
Barnes et al. 2006;

*Horrocks et al. 2008

	6
	10/30 (Th)
	Mid-Term Exam
	No assigned readings


	7
	11/4 (T)
	Colonization, dating of Central/East Polynesia
	Kirch 1986; 
*Kirch 2000 (Ch. 7)

*Spriggs and Anderson 1993;
Kennett et al. 2006



	7
	11/6 (Th)
	Central/East Polynesia;
Polynesian Outliers
	*Kahn 2003;

Pearthree and Piazza 2003

Allen and Addison 2002
*Irwin 1992 (Ch. 9)

	8
	11/11 (T)
	Hawai‘i

Rapa Nui
Aotearoa
	*Kirch 1990; 
*Ladefoged and Graves 2006
Hunt 2007

*Sutton et al. 2008

	8
	11/13 (Th)
	Evolution of social complexity
	*Kirch 2000 (Ch. 8)
Spriggs 1986

*Ladefoged and Graves 2000

	9
	11/18 (T)
	Long-distance interaction;
Exchange

Voyaging
	Barnes and Hunt 2005
*Neich 2007
Cachola-Abad 1993

	9
	11/20 (Th)
	Changing environments and societies
	*Kirch 2000 (Ch. 9)

*Steadman 2002
Field 2005

*Anderson 2001

*Morrison and Addison 2008

	10
	11/25 (T)
	Historic period; European influence
	*Salmond 2007
*Spriggs 1997 (Ch. 8)

Rallu 2007

	10
	11/27 (Th)
	Holiday: No Class
	No assigned readings

	11
	12/2 (T)
	Modern populations and archaeology
	*Prickett 2003
*Sorovi-Vunidilo 2003
*Cachola-Abad and Ayau 1999

	11
	12/4 (Th)
	Final Presentations
	

	Finals
	12/11
	Final Exam
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